TIPS (and other useful information)

· The Congress will take place in Villa La Angostura, located on the southern tip of the Neuquén Province. This place is almost 1300 kmts. away from Buenos Aires city.

Probably you will fly into Buenos Aires or Santiago de Chile. Find out with your travel agent what is best for you in terms of prices and connecting flights.

· If you fly into Buenos Aires, you will arrive at Ezeiza International Airport (Ministro Pistarini), which is located 30 kmts. east of Buenos Aires. The flight to Bariloche (a city located 85 kmts. away from Villa La Angostura) or to San Martín de los Andes (110 kmts. north of Villa La Angostura) departs from a different airport (Jorge Newbery, called locally “Aeroparque”) and it is situated within the city of Buenos Aires. To get from Ezeiza to Aeroparque you can take a bus service (e.g. Manuel Tienda León) which will get you there in 1 hour (cost: approx. US$ 10 per person).


Perhaps you cannot get a connecting flight to the Congress venue on the same day as your arrival and need to stay one night in Buenos Aires. Find out a suitable hotel with your travel agent, or ask Carlos Cranbourne for tips.

· The two closest airports to Villa La Angostura are in San Carlos de Bariloche (a city located 85 kmts. away from Villa La Angostura) or San Martín de los Andes (110 kmts. north of Villa La Angostura).

Some hotels in Villa La Angostura offer to pick you up in Bariloche.

· Visas: not many countries are required to obtain visas to enter Argentina, especially if the period of stay is less than 30 days. You Travel Agent should be aware of any Visa requirements to enter Argentina.

· Currency: locally we have the Peso ($). The current rate is approximately:

US$ 1 = $ 3

€ 1 = $ 4

£ 1 = $ 6

This will probably be the cheapest Congress for foreigners.

· Some information about Villa La Angostura and the Argentine Patagonia can be found at http://www.enjoy-patagonia.org/bariloche-destinations-bariloche-villa-la-angostura.php (thanks Ruth Ann Fay for the tip!).

· Villa La Angostura has 113 different places to stay, for all budgets and preferences. There are lots of places within the Villa, and many others nearby (in a radius of 8 kmts. East, West and North of the Villa). It is a rather small place, only 15,000 people living in it. The "city" (Villa) must be some 3 kmts by 3 kmts. The Convention Center is on the bottom lefthandside corner of that 3x3 kmts square.

· Besides the hotels and cabins we provide detailed info in another document, you can check other hotels, cabins or lofts in the website http://www.villalaangostura.gov.ar/
Most hotels and cabins have a website, and all have an e-mail address for you to contact and find out prices, make reservations, etc. There are cabins available for 2 up to 8 or 10 people, if you don’t mind sharing a cabin (usually they have several private rooms for 2 or more people each) the prices will be very advantageous.

· The Convention Center was inaugurated in 2001. It does not have any accomodation for people to sleep. It has 7 rooms for different meetings. The main one (pictures attached, one from the outside and two from facilities inside) can hold up to 250 people. There are 4 more adjoining rooms in that floor, and two others in a floor above. The total capacity is 400 people.

The seats are not fixed to the floor and can be arranged as needed. Tables will be provided. Documents will be shown in overhead projectors or “projection cannons”. Technology is not new to Argentina…

· One of the nicest places in Villa La Angostura is Bahia and Puerto Manzano, 6-8 kmts. East of the Villa (but all the area is simply beautiful). People choosing to stay in hotels or cabins in Bahia Manzano can take a bus to the center of the Villa ($1 per person, roughly 33 US cents or 25 cents of an Euro). A taxi to the Villa costs $10 (3.33 US Dollars, or 2.5 Euros). Divide this again by 4 because up to 4 people can ride together with the taxi driver...

· We will try to scan a good map of the area and distribute it.

· Prices from Buenos Aires or Santiago will vary. Argentina now has different prices for nationals and for tourists. A bus ticket from Buenos Aires to Bariloche (and back to BA) costs approx. $250 (less than 100 US Dollars) but the ride takes 20 hours. A plane ticket costs more than double that amount (between $ 500 to 600, equivalent to 170 to 200 US Dollars) but that cost is for nationals. The flight takes approx. 2 hours. Perhaps tourists pay more. The best deal will be given by your Travel Agent, they might even give you a free ticket to Bariloche because the catch is in the international flight to Argentina.

· Guillermo Toro will have other info re. Chile arrangements to get to Bariloche, and also related to the post-Congress tour to Chile.

· Lunches: the best will be to find some nice places near the Convention Center and choose a different one every day, depending on what each wants to eat. (
· Car rental in the Villa can be approx. $110 per day or a bit more. This means US Dollars 35-40 per day. But the Villa is so small, and the "farthest" places are only 6-8 kmts. away, that it is not worth to rent a car for a week, when you can take a taxi ride for a mere 4 US Dollars to wherever you want...

· Anything not covered in this document, or any other question, can be addressed to the Viceroy Carlos Cranbourne (cacranb@attglobal.net) and he will gladly help you. (
